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Living our Faith 

Years ago, I heard an incredible story about a remarkable young man. He had been 

left blind in both eyes by a childhood accident.  In 19th century France, when this 

young man lived, blind children had little help and few hope. But then a good and 

kindly priest, Father Jacques Palluy, took an interest in the boy, so amazed at the 

boy’s intelligence and eagerness to learn. With his parents’ permission, Father 

Palluy enrolled the boy in the Royal Institute of Blind Youth in Paris. 

     Thrust into a new and frightening environment, the boy was lonely and 

depressed. In time, however, he found friendship and encouragement. He became 

frustrated by the institute’s lack of books in raised print. He also found the symbols 

in raised print confusing. So, he set out, at twelve years if age to invent his own 

system. After three years he perfected the method, but he was met with 

indifference and hostility when he tried to convince the world that his system was 

better. Even with the support of the institute’s director, he was told again and again 

he was too young to have created a workable alphabet for the blind. 

     Years passed. This young boy grew to be a man and became a teacher at the 

institute, always hoping that his method would find acceptance. He suffered from 

frail health. It was not until he lay in bed, dying of tuberculosis, that he heard the 

first steps were being taken to popularize his system. Though he did not live to 

witness it, Louis Braille’s alphabet became the universal method of reading for the 

blind. His courage and hunger for knowledge enabled him to triumph over 

disability and disease and open new worlds to future generations. He found a way 

to become a light to those who lived in darkness. 

Questions: Reflect on a time when you were in need and someone responded to 

that need with generosity. How were they God’s light to you? How can you stay 

committed to works of mercy and justice when we do not always see the rewarding 

beauty that God promises? 
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Why did the Romans persecute Christians? 

This new and unknown religion was regarded as a politically subversive cult. 

KEVIN P. CONSIDINE 

When religious cults begin, they often attract suspicion, scorn, and trepidation. 

This is nothing new. Civilizations have been suspicious of new and unknown 

religious cults for ages. In the earliest centuries of the Christian movement, the 

Roman Empire was one of several empires that were suspicious of the followers of 

“The Way” of Jesus Christ. Romans saw Christianity as a problematic cult that 

needed to be managed or even eliminated. 

The Roman Empire sporadically persecuted Christians for two main reasons. First, 

it was a “new” and unknown religious movement. Christianity was a religion 

without a land or long history. In those days, what was older was trustworthy. 

Anything new or innovative was viewed with suspicion or seen as a threat. This is 

why the Romans had a policy of toleration toward the Jewish people. The Romans 

did not like the Jews, but Jewish civilization was old and had a homeland. The 

Roman Empire gave the Jews an exemption from worshipping Roman gods and 

goddesses as long as they submitted to the political laws of Rome. 

Second, Romans thought the Christian cult comprised subversives because 

Christians would not worship Roman gods and goddesses. In the early centuries of 

the first millennium, this was a big deal because the contemporary idea of a 

separation between religion and politics was laughable. The general sentiment 

within the Roman Empire was that as long as the gods and goddesses were being 

worshipped correctly, Rome would win wars, gain money, achieve dominance, and 

be protected from plagues, fires, and famine. If the gods and goddesses were not 

worshipped correctly, then Rome would lose wars, lose money, and fall victim to 

plagues, fires, famine, and more. Christians refused to offer sacrifices to the 

Roman gods and goddesses or participate in imperial cults. 

https://uscatholic.org/authors/kevin-p-considine/
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Christians and Romans agreed on one thing: What one did with one’s religious life 

directly impacted all other aspects of life and of one’s community. So even though 

most Roman gods and goddesses were for peace and prosperity, for Christians to 

worship the gods and goddesses was not just idolatry but also complicity with and 

sanctioning of the evils perpetuated by the Roman Empire such as endless warfare, 

infanticide, enslavement, greed, ruthless ambition, and treatment of the poor and 

sick as disposable utensils. Both the Roman Empire and Christianity agreed that 

the “ways of Caesar” could not be reconciled with the “Way of Christ.” 

For these reasons, the Romans viewed Christianity as a seditious cult. Hence, the 

persecutions under Nero and Domitian in the first century; under Septimius 

Severus, Decius, and Valerian in the third century; and finally the infamous and 

most severe persecutions under Diocletian in the early fourth century. When 

Constantine arose to take power, the persecutions ended. 

 

 

 

Readings for this Weekend – Feb. 5 

Isaiah 58:7-10 

1 Corinthians 2:1-5 

Matthew 5:13-16 

 

Readings for next Weekend – Feb. 12 

Sirach 15: 15-20 

1 Cor. 2: 6-10 

Matthew 5: 17-37 

 

Donations for last Weekend – Jan. 29 

Regular collection:  $1684 

Fuel: $1017 

THANK YOU! 
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We continue to pray for peace in the troubled areas of our world, and in 

particular, we pray for the people of the Ukraine and all those affected by the  

We join our Holy Father in his prayer intentions for February 2023: 

For parishes 
We pray that parishes, placing communion at the center, may increasingly become 

communities of faith, fraternity and welcome towards those most in need. 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK AND THOSE IN NEED 

If you would like to add a name to our prayer list, contact the Parish office. 

We kindly ask that you do not request a name to be included without the express 

consent of the person for whom you are requesting prayer. While the request may 

be very well-intentioned, we want to respect people’s right to privacy. 

We ask for prayer for Charles Thomas and his ministry, Betty and Robert 

Friedland, Brian and Maria Cosgrove,  

Richard Rakin, Andrew Mikulski, Rod Baumert, Todd Conklin, Jean Van Lowe 

 

PRAYERS FOR THE DEARLY DEPARTED 

We lovingly remember in prayer all our deceased family members, friends, and 

parishioners and in particular:  

Gary Tempel, Jim Jensen, Bridget Hinkle, Det. Sgt. Frank Gualdino,  

Pope Benedict XVI, Arianna Toscano, Maureen Stiene, Louis Halvas, Kathryn 

Jones, Sister Kevin John Shields, OP 
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MEMORIAL MASS FOR SISTER KEVIN JOHN 

 

As most of you have likely already heard, Liberty’s very own, Sister Kevin John 

Shields unexpectantly made her transition to eternal life last week.  We at the 

Parish of St. Peter join our brothers in sisters throughout the County, the 

Archdiocese, and throughout the larger community in mourning her loss.   

 

While we grieve her passing, we find great joy in the hope of the Resurrection. 

 

The planning of a Memorial Mass here in Sullivan County to celebrate Sister’s life, 

ministry and immense contribution to the faithful here in our County is underway. 

We will announce those plans here in the bulletin, as well as on our Facebook page 

and website in the coming days. 

 

We love you, Sister, and THANK YOU.  

 

 

 
 

 

(As written on the website of the Sisters of St. Dominic): 

 

Sister Kevin John Shields, OP was welcomed home by God on January 28, 2023. 

She was 89 years old and had devoted 71 years to religious life. 

 

She earned a bachelor’s degree from St. John’s University and a master’s degree 

from Boston College. The Archdiocese of NY Youth Faith Formation beautifully 

states "Sister Kevin John served in the Archdiocese of New York for over 50 years, 

sharing her passionate love for Christ and the Church with children, youth, and 

adults. She has mentored countless Directors/Coordinators of Religious Education 

and fostered youth ministry in the upper counties. She was a wonderful teacher, an 

amazing mentor, a great friend, and an incredible role model of faith and 

commitment." 

We ask that you remember her and all her loved ones as they mourn her loss. 

 

Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord, 

and let perpetual light shine upon her. 

May the souls of all the faithful departed, 

through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 

~Amen. 
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WORLD MARRIAGE WEEK:  February 7-14, 2023 

 

 
 

This year's theme is "Marriage...one flesh, given and received".   

For more information and resources, visit foryourmarriage.org 

 

FEAST OF ST. BLAISE 

In honor of the Feast, which we celebrate on February 3rd, Father Bader will bless 

throats this weekend, February 4th/5th. 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT SUPPER CLUB 

As you may know, the Interfaith Council of Liberty provides a FREE weekly meal 

to anyone who needs one.  Would you be interested in helping one Wednesday a 

month at St. Paul’s Church on Chestnut Street?   If so, please call Christy at the 

Parish office for more information or to sign up.  Thank you! 

 

WINTER FOOD AND DRINK DRIVE: SPONSORED BY OUR REP 

We will “wrap up” our food drive this weekend.  If you would like to participate, 

simply place your food donation on the table at the back of the Church.  There will 

also be a box in the St. Peter’s School building. Thank you! 

 

TEEN INTERVENE 

. The goals of the Teen Intervene sessions are to help reduce or eliminate alcohol 

or drug use among teens, provide education around alcohol, nicotine, marijuana, 

and other drugs, and provide referrals to further help if needed. This is a FREE 

virtual program.  Contact: Teenintervene@adapp.org or call 845-561-3633 x47. 

 

ATTENTION, SINGLE CATHOLICS 

Starting the week of February 6th, NCSC will also be hosting a 6-week study 

series - “Relationship Ready: A Single Catholic’s Roadmap to Marriage” that will 

cover topics such as the meaning of love, communication, conflict 

resolution, male/female complementarity and much more.   To sign up for these 

programs, visit NationalCatholicSingles.com 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Teenintervene@adapp.org
https://nationalcatholicsinglesconference.msnd26.com/tracking/lc/529a3e59-091a-49de-907a-8430acba711a/32d6d4a4-6ddb-4027-87df-ddc9aafa9237/5f438317-912b-4835-bdbb-8cf0d0ae5ef2/
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Our Lady of Lourdes  
Feast Day: February 11th  

Patroness of:  Protection from diseases, bodily ills, sick people  

 
On February 11, 1858, a young lady appeared to Bernadette Soubirous, a young 

girl in Lourdes, France. This began a series of visions. During the apparition on 

March 25, the lady identified herself with the words: “I am the Immaculate 

Conception.”  

 

Bernadette was a sickly child of poor parents. Their practice of the Catholic faith 

was scarcely more than lukewarm. Bernadette could pray the Our Father, the Hail 

Mary and the Creed. She also knew the prayer of the Miraculous Medal: “O Mary 

conceived without sin.”  

 

During interrogations Bernadette gave an account of what she saw. It was 

“something white in the shape of a girl.” It was “a pretty young girl with a rosary 

over her arm.” Her white robe was encircled by a blue girdle. She wore a white 

veil. There was a yellow rose on each foot. A rosary was in her hand. Bernadette 

was also impressed by the fact that the lady did not use the informal form of 

address (tu), but the polite form (vous). The humble virgin appeared to a humble 

girl and treated her with dignity.  

 

Through that humble girl, Mary revitalized and continues to revitalize the faith of 

millions of people. People began to flock to Lourdes from other parts of France 

and from all over the world. In 1862 Church authorities confirmed the authenticity 

of the apparitions.  

 

Lourdes has become a place of pilgrimage and healing, but even more of faith. 

Church authorities have recognized over 60 miraculous cures, although there have 

probably been many more. To people of faith this is not surprising. It is a 

continuation of Jesus’ healing miracles— now performed at the intercession of his 

mother. Some would say that the greater miracles are hidden. Many who visit 

Lourdes return home with renewed faith and a readiness to serve God in their 

needy brothers and sisters.  

 

There still may be people who doubt the apparitions of Lourdes. Perhaps the best 

that can be said to them are the words that introduce the film, The Song of 

Bernadette: “For those who believe in God, no explanation is necessary. For 

those who do not believe, no explanation is possible.” 
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Saturday evenings at 7 PM: Mass in Spanish  

 

Sunday mornings at 10 AM: Mass in English **  

 

Sunday evenings at 4:00 PM: Mass in English  

 

Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays at 8:30 AM: (Mass in English)  

 

**We will continue to livestream our Sunday morning Mass on 

Facebook. 
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